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NOTES. 

McTaggart's Interpretation of Hegel's Category of Cognition. 

The review of McTaggart's Studies in Hegelian Cosmology, printed 
in the Philosophical Review of March, 1903, argues against McTag- 
gart's view that Hegel conceives of God as "the deepest unity possible 
. . . of related persons," in other words, as a society or community. To 
the arguments which this review brings forward against McTaggart's in- 
terpretation of Hegel's teaching, at least one other may be added. It is 
gained by a consideration of the connection of Hegel's category of Cogni- 
tion with the preceding category, Life, and with the following category, Ab- 
solute Idea. 

Hegel evidently meant the divisions Life, Cognition, and Absolute Idea to 
form a triad. In the category of Life, though both the individual and the 
universal are recognized, the universal — the race or type — is emphasized. 
The logical antithesis of this category is one in which universal and indi- 
vidual are recognized, but in which the universal is made more prominent. 
Accordingly, Hegel opposes to Life the category of Cognition in which "the 
idea exists free for itself in so far as it has universality for the medium of 
its existence." l Finally, as reconciliation of the over-universality of Life 
and the over-individuality of Cognition, Hegel reaches the concluding cat- 
egory of Absolute Idea, " the unity of the idea of Life with the idea of Cog- 
nition." 2 "This unity," he says, 3 " is consequently the Absolute and all 
truth, the Idea which thinks itself. ' ' 

By the natural interpretation, not only of the specific expressions quoted, 
but of the entire movement of the dialectic in this last triad of the Logic, 
Hegel must be conceived as teaching that an Absolute which is conscious 
of itself is the reality underlying the subordinate realities of life, on the one 
hand, and conscious individuals (Cognition), on the other hand. McTag- 
gart makes two distinct objections to this interpretation. 

He urges, in the first place, that cognition is not, for Hegel, necessarily 
identical with consciousness, and that therefore, in attributing cognition to 
the Absolute Idea, Hegel does not necessarily attribute consciousness. 4 
The category of Cognition, according to McTaggart, means " a unity which 
is not only in the individuals but for the individuals." 5 To be sure, 

x Encycl, \ 223. 

2 Ibid., I 236, note. 

*Md., I 236. 

4 Studies in Hegelian Cosmology, \§ 16-18. Cf. Mind, Vol. IX, N. S. , pp. 149- 

6 Studies in Hegelian Cosmology, \ 14. 
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' ' there is only one example of such a category known to us in experience, 
and that is a system of conscious individuals, ' ' yet there may be some non- 
conscious example of this category beyond our knowledge or imagination. 1 

This is certainly an ingenious argument for the theory that an Absolute 
which " unites the idea of life with the idea of cognition " is yet non-cog- 
nitive in the only sense which the word ' cognitive ' has for us. The fu- 
tility of such an argument is, however, recognized by McTaggart himself 
in another connection. In commenting on the abstract possibility (as he 
calls it) that the Absolute may " in some way utterly inexplicable to us be 
personal," he says : " This is the barest and most worthless abstraction of 
possibility. To say that something which is utterly unimaginable may be 
true . . . is, by itself, merely trivial." Judged by his own standard, there- 
fore, McTaggart' s theory that cognition, when attributed to the Absolute, 
means ' unconscious cognition ' is entirely unconvincing. 

In the second place, however, McTaggart argues even more boldly that 
the categories Life, Cognition, and Absolute Idea form a spurious triad, 
that Cognition is the completion, not the antithesis of Life, and that Cog- 
nition is virtually identical with Absolute Idea. " Is the transition," he 
says, ' ' from Life to Cognition validly demonstrated ? It will have been 
noticed, no doubt, that, although these two categories form the Thesis and 
Antithesis of a triad, the passage from one to the other has about it a great 
deal of the nature of a transition to a Synthesis. . . . This gradual subor- 
dination of the triadic form to a more direct movement is a characteristic 
to be found throughout the Logic, and one which by no means impairs its 
validity. The transition must therefore be judged as a transition to a 
Synthesis." 2 This synthesis, McTaggart teaches, is Cognition, in its highest 
form — a reality, in which, actually, ' ' the Individual and the Unity may 
now be said to harmonize with one another." 3 Such a reality is a self- 
differentiating unity in which the unity is for the individuals (that is, in 
which the individuals are conscious of their unity), but the individuals are 
not, in the same sense, for the unity (that is, the unity is not conscious of 
the individuals). This final stage of Cognition, as McTaggart conceives 
it, is, he believes, "the adequate expression of reality" 4 and identical 
with the Absolute Idea. 5 

But whether this conception of the Absolute be right or wrong, it seems 
impossible to claim it as identical with that of Hegel. McTaggart, by his 
own showing, has not followed Hegel to the end. He has stopped short 
at Cognition, wherein, certainly, consciousness is that of the many in- 
dividuals and the only unity is that of which the individuals are con- 
scious. Hegel, however, goes beyond the category of Cognition to the 

1 Op. cit., II 16 and 17. 

2 Mind, Vol. IX, N. S., pp. 151-152. Cf. Studies in Hegelian Cosmology, § 17. 
3 Ibid., p. 160. 

i Ibid., p. 157. 

5 Ibid., pp. 166-170. 
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conception of the Absolute as conscious of its own differentiations, that is, 

as a person. 

Louise Woodward Allen. 
Wellesley College. 

We regret to announce the death of Professor Alexander Bain. Pro- 
fessor Bain was born in 1818. From i860 to 1880 he was Professor of 
Logic and English Literature in the University of Aberdeen. He wrote 
many books, some of the best known of which are : The Senses and Intellect, 
The Emotions and the Will, Logic, Inductive and Deductive, and his vol- 
umes on James Mill and J. S. Mill. 

Professor J. Mark Baldwin has been called to fill a newly established 
chair in Johns Hopkins University. 
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